io6 BUREAUCRATIC GOVERNMENT
Report-writing before his advent had been
carried to an extreme which clogged
official work and straggled out in in-
ordinate delays. To this defect, so
characteristic of a bureaucratic Govern-
ment, he applied a drastic pruning-knife,
"so that now the bluebooks, if somewhat
bald, have become at least readable. The
amendment of the leave rules mitigated
the evils of too frequent transfers of
officers. After careful and lengthy inquiry,
far-reaching reforms were effected in the
Police and Irrigation Departments, though
at a hea\Ty expense. The work of famine
relief was still further systematised and
refined to the point of complexity. In the
matter of education, though countless blue-
books were written, though conferences
were held and elaborate minutes penned,
the results failed to give satisfaction.
Higher education, it was averred with
justice, remained more than ever under the
heel of Government, whilst on the other
hand but little advance was made in the
provision of primary schools, the crying
need of the country. Archaeology, excise,